Facts:

Road traffic injuries killed an estimated 1.2 million persons in 1998.
- Over 70% - nearly 850,000 persons - killed in road traffic injuries in 1998

were under 45 years of age.
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Magnitude of the problem

Deaths from injuries are projected to rise from
5.1 million in 1990 to 8.4 million in 2020—with
increase in road traffic injuries as a major cause
for this rise. Currently deaths from road traffic
injuries account for 2.2% of the global mortality
affecting all age groups.

Road crashes, ranking ninth among the leading
causes of disease burden worldwide, account for
2.8% of all global deaths and disability.

Although the number of motor vehicles per
population is much higher in developed coun-
tries, the toll due to road traffic injuries is highest
in developing countries representing more than
one million (or 88%) deaths in 1998.

The economic costs of traffic injuries are enor-
mous. Some 50% of road traffic fatalities world-

Disease burden (DALYs) for the 10 leading causes

1999 2020 (Baseline scenario)
Disease or Injury Disease or Injury

1. Lower respiratory infections 1. Ischaemic heart disease
2. HIV/AIDS 2. Unipolar major depression
3. Perinatal conditions 3. Road traffic injuries
4. Diarrhoeal diseases 4. Cerebrovascular disease
5. Unipolar major depression 5. Chronic obstructive
6. Ischaemic heart disease pulmonary disease
7. Cerebrovascular disease 6. Lower respiratory infections
8. Malaria 7. Tuberculosis
9. Road traffic injuries 8. War
10.Chronic obstructive 9. Diarrhoeal diseases

pulmonary 10. HIV

disease

DALY = Disability-adjusted life year Source: WHO, Evidence, Information and Policy, 2000

The distribution of road traffic deaths
by WHO Region, 1998
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Role of public health

- To demonstrate the health and economic im-
pact of injuries.

- To collect data on fatal and non-fatal injuries.

- To study the risk factors and protective factors.

- To ensure appropriate care and rehabilitation
for all injured persons.

Key Contacts

wide involve young adults aged 15-44 years corre-
sponding to the most economically productive
segment of the population.

Key factors responsible for road
traffic injuries are preventable

- Driving under influence of alcohol
- Speeding

- Under-utilization of For adult men aged
seat belts and child re- 1544 vyears, road

straints traffic injuries rank
- Poor road design and gecond to HIV/AIDS
roadway environment s the |eading cause
- Unsafe vehicle design  of ill health and
- Under-implementation premature death
of road safety standards world-wide .

- To promote road traffic education and safer
driving behaviour.

- To monitor and evaluate road safety interven-
tions.

- To promote a multisectoral approach to preven-
tion of road traffic injuries.
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